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Message to the County Board 

The Lake County Coronerôs Office investigates sudden, violent, unexpected, and suspicious deaths 

that occur in Lake County. The Coroner certifies death after investigation and postmortem 

examination and issues death certificates as required by law. Complete findings of the death 

investigation are distributed to families and law enforcement agencies when necessary. 

The main duties of the Coroner are to determine the cause and manner of death and certify deaths 

reported to the Lake County Coronerôs Office. The cause of death is the disease process or injury that 

resulted in death. There are thousands of diseases and injuries that may result in death. The manner of 

death is a classification in which a determination is made regarding whether the death resulted from 

natural causes, homicide, suicide, or an accident. On occasion, the manner of death is classified as 

undetermined. 

Information collected during the investigation helps clarify the circumstances, such as the sequence of 

events prior to death. Evidence collected during an investigation and/or postmortem examination may 

help lead to the arrest or successful conviction of a suspect in a homicide case. Because deaths occur 

around the clock, Deputy Coroner Investigators are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

With the skill and experience of the death investigators and board-certified forensic pathologists, we 

believe the quality of death investigations in Lake County is among the best in the State. The death 

scene investigation reports filed by the investigators are very thorough and supply comprehensive 

information to the Lake County Coronerôs Office. 

Our Coroner and Deputy Coroner Investigators also extend their duties to the living by answering 

questions and addressing concerns regarding deaths within the county. Deputy Coroner Investigators 

frequently make personal contact with family members of a deceased and assist them by providing 

appropriate answers regarding the circumstances of their loved oneôs death. Deputy Coroner 

Investigators are supplied with a pamphlet for distribution to families which provides answers to 

common questions and facts about autopsies. Additionally, it provides resources pertaining to grief 

counseling. 

In 2019, we continued to implement Coronerôs Inquests for all officer involved deaths and in-custody 

deaths.  This has been a very important part of maintaining transparency within the Coronerôs Office.  

Unfortunately, this year also contained the largest explosion this county has ever seen.  We had 

reports that people felt the explosion 30 miles away.  Fortunately, Dr. Cooper has had extensive 

experience in this arena; working at Ground Zero, after being deployed to New York City on 

September 12, 2001 and New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.  The ñfeather in our capò of 2019 was 

receiving Accreditation from the International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners.  

After a 9 month process,  we were the 2nd office in Illinois and 1 of 26 offices in the nation to receive 

this recognition.  This is an incredible honor for our office and it shows that we conduct death 

investigations and assist our citizens to the highest level possible. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the Lake County Board of Commissioners for their support of the 

Coronerôs death investigation program and the services we provide to the citizens of the Lake County. 
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Dr. Howard I. Cooper graduated in 1991, from Loyola University of Chicago. Since 

graduation, he has accomplished more than most in Dentistry and Forensics. One of his most 

important attributes is his passion for knowledge, which aids him in treating patients and 

helping families of Lake County. 

He has earned Fellowship and Mastership awards from the Academy of General Dentistry and 

was one of three people in the world to earn the Lifelong Learning and Service Recognition 

award the first year it was given. These awards can only be attained after taking thousands of 

hours of continuing dental education and passing a lengthy examination. He has also received 

Fellowship awards from the Academy of Dentistry International, the International Congress of 

Oral Implantologists, the American College of Dentists, the International College of Dentists 

and the Misch International Implant Institute. He has received both Mastership and Diplomate 

Awards from the International Congress of Oral Implantologists, as well.   

Dr. Cooper is also involved in organized dentistry. He has held multiple positions in many 

dental societies, including the position of President for the Lake County Dental Society, the 

Chicago Academy of General Dentistry, and the Illinois Academy of General Dentistry. Dr. 

Cooper is a published author on the topic of forensic dentistry and lectures on that topic across 

the country.   

Dr. Cooper has served his country by being a part of two federal government teams: Disaster 

Mortuary Operational Response Team (DMORT) and Disaster Mortuary Operational Response 

Team Weapons of Mass Destruction All Hazards (DMORT WMD All Hazards).   

The morning of September 11, 2001, Dr. Cooper was activated, along with other members of 

DMORT, and the following day were flown on an Air Force C-130 from OôHare Airport to 

New York. The team had many functions, but Dr. Cooper worked at Ground Zero and at the 

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner helping to identify victims of the horrific attack.   

After Hurricane Katrina, he was activated as part of the DMORT WMD All Hazards team. His 

task at this event was victim recovery, decontamination, and identification. Dr. Cooper spent 5 

weeks in the New Orleans area helping to bring closure to the victimôs families.   

In 2011, Dr. Cooper was awarded the Response Team Distinguished Member of the Year 

Award from the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS).   

As the Lake County Coroner, Dr. Cooper enjoys working with and helping the families of Lake 

County, as well as, the fire and law enforcement communities.   

When Dr. Cooper finds some spare time, he spends it traveling and photographing the U.S. in 

his motorhome with his wonderful family.   

Biography of the Coroner 
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Illinois Coroners and Medical Examiners Creed 

Birth and death are the only two universal human experiences.  

Birth is the most important biological event in the life of any human being. If it does not occur, 

there is no being. If there is no person, no legal rights and duties arise, for the law relates to rights 

and duties of the living people, not inanimate objects.  

Death, on the other hand, is the most important legal event for all human beings. When it occurs, 

all legal rights and duties devolving upon the person during his life span in a civilized jurisdiction 

are terminated. All persons with whom the deceased had legal relations at that moment in time are 

also directly affected by the occurrence of death. Moreover, both the decedent and the survivors 

may be greatly affected legally by how the death occurred, what actually happened, why it 

occurred, and precisely when it occurred. Above all, who dies must be absolutely determined, and 

where death occurred is positively required for legal jurisdiction over the decedent is based upon a 

geographical location.  

The law becomes extremely active when a person dies. Wealth is redistributed. Contracts are 

altered. A wrongful death may give rise to tortious claims. Tax obligations are always present. 

Public social benefits and private insurance policies are paid. Criminal laws may be invoked. 

Creditors must be satisfied, and debtors located. Spouse and children, heirs, and next-of-kin have 

their attachments rearranged. It is not surprising that for centuries the sovereign state has had an 

overriding interest in the death of its subjects or citizens. The ancient office of Coroner, or the 

modern office of Medical Examiner, along with the state-licensed physician is legally charged 

with significant duties in answering the pertinent questions relating to death: Who, Where, When, 

What, How, Why. Only when these questions have been answered correctly, can all the proper 

legal issues arising at death be effectively handled for the proper administration of justice.  

Although the legal aspects of death are most important, certainly the religious and humanitarian 

heritages of a civilized society also command a deep concern over the death of a human being. 

The spiritual faith in a religion as well as the humanitarian concern for a fellow human being 

demand correct answers to the questions of death: who, where, how, when, and why. Human death 

obligates the living to acquire accurate facts on which to apply just laws for each deceased 

member of the human race.  

The obligation for proper death investigation is mandatory for legal and religious humanitarian 

satisfactions in the human society. Let those responsible for death investigations take heed that 

they labor not only for the State but, also, for God.  

Our commitment... care of the Deceased; Concern for the Living...  

Permission given to ICA by Kenneth S. Field, M.B., Chairman, Board of Trustees, The Forensic 

Sciences Foundation, April 22, 1988.  
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The mission of the Lake County Coroner's Office is to conduct honest and independent death 

investigations based on the facts and evidence, to protect and serve those who have gone 

before us, their families, and the general public.   

The strategic plan for accomplishing the Lake County Coronerôs Office mission must begin by 

identifying core values which need to be preserved and defended by the Lake County 

Coronerôs Office in performing its statutory mission. 

Those values are: 

¶ Rigorous obedience of the Constitution of the United States 

¶ Respect for the dignity of all those we serve 

¶ Compassion 

¶ Fairness 

¶ Uncompromising personal and institutional integrity 

These values do not exhaust the goals which we wish to achieve, but they capsulize them, as 

well as, can be done in a few words.  Our values must be fully understood, practiced, shared, 

vigorously defended, and preserved. 

Observance of these core values is our guarantee of excellence and propriety in performing the 

Lake County Coronerôs Office mission and medico-legal investigative functions.  Rigorous 

obedience to constitutional principles ensures that we always remember that constitutional 

guarantees are more important than the outcome of any single interview, search for evidence, 

or investigation.  Respect for the dignity of all whom we serve reminds us to wield power with 

restraint.  Fairness and compassion ensure that we treat everyone with the highest regard for 

dignity and respect for civil and human rights.  Personal and institutional integrity reinforce 

each other and are owed to the county in exchange for the sacred trust and great authority 

conferred upon us. 

We who serve the community must regard this trust as the authorization for our power because 

the success of the Lake County Coronerôs Office, in accomplishing its mission, is directly 

related to the support and cooperation of the citizens of Lake County.  These core values are 

the fiber which holds together the vitality of our institution. 

Lake County Coronerôs Core Values 

Lake County Coronerôs Mission Statement 
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What is the duty of the Coroner as Mandated by Illinois Compiled Statute? 

Chapter 55; 5/3-3007: Each Coroner shall be the conservative of the peace of his County, and 
in the performance of his/her duties shall have the same powers as the Sheriff.   

What are the responsibilities of the Coroner?  

The responsibilities of the Coroner are to ensure that the proper scientific studies are 

performed:  

 

¶ Autopsy     

¶ Toxicology tests 

¶ Microscopic examinations 

¶ Bacteriology 

¶ X-rays 

¶ Fingerprinting 

¶ Taking and gathering reports 

¶ Notification of death to families 

¶ On-scene investigation 

¶ Photographing 

¶ Transportation of victims assuring chain of evidence security 

¶ Evidence collecting 

¶ Dental examination and identification 

¶ Meeting with survivors 

¶ Presiding at inquests 

¶ Issuance of Death Certificates and Cremation Permits 

¶ Cooperating with:  

¶ Medical Agencies 

¶ Funeral Directors 

¶ Law Enforcement Agencies 

¶ Fire & Rescue Departments 

And othersé 
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Who Reports the Death to the Coroner?  

Types of Deaths Reportable to the Coroner:   

Deaths Reportable to the Coroner: 

Section 5/3-3020: Every law enforcement official, funeral director, ambulance attendant, 
hospital director or administrator or person having custody of the body and any physician in 
attendance upon such a decedent at the time of his/her death, shall notify the Coroner 
promptly. Any such person failing to do so shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.   

Chapter 55; Section 5/3-3013, as amended, mandates that specific types of death be referred 
to the Coroner's Office for investigation and determining cause and manner of death (see list 
below). These deaths include sudden and unexpected deaths, accidental deaths, and violent 
deaths. The Coroner  has the authority under this Law shall go to the place where the dead 
body is and take charge of same and shall make a preliminary investigation into the 
circumstances of the death.   

¶ Violent death (e.g., strangulation, gunshot, stabbing, poisoning, etc.) 

¶ Accidental deaths (e.g., falls, drowning, motor vehicle collisions, burns, overdose, etc.) 

¶ Death of a prisoner (e.g., deaths in any county or city jail while imprisoned or in custody). 

¶ Suspicious Circumstances (e.g., Unidentified Bodies or events surrounding death) 

¶ Sudden and Unexpected deaths (e.g., all deaths during a surgical procedure, in recovery, 
Occupational related deaths) 

¶ anesthesia-related, unexpected natural death 

¶ Without medical attendance within 24 hours of death: 

¶ In cases of chronic illness, the attending physician may sign the death certificate if s/he can 
be reasonably certain of the cause of death. 

¶ Unexpected infant deaths 
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What Authority Does the Coroner Have in Regard to the Dead Human Body?  

Section 5/3-3019: No dead body...or the personal property of such a deceased person, shall be 
handled, moved, disturbed, embalmed or removed from the place of death by any person, 
except with the permission of the Coroner. Any person knowingly violating the provisions of 
this Section is guilty of Class A misdemeanor.   
 
Section 5/3-3015: Where a death has occurred and the circumstances concerning the death are 
suspicious, obscure, mysterious and the cause of death cannot be established definitely except 
by autopsy, it shall be the duty of the Coroner to cause an autopsy to be performed.  
 
Section 5/3-3021: The Coroner shall release the body of the decedent to the next-of-kin or to 
the funeral director selected by such persons. Authorization of appropriate next-of-kin is 
required by the Lake County Coroner's Office.   

What Authority Does the Coroner Have in Regard to Investigation into the 

Circumstances of the Death?  

Section 5/3-3013: In cases of apparent suicide, homicide or accidental death, the Coroner 
may...summon a jury of 6 persons... and conduct an inquest into the manner of death. All 
deaths in State institutions and all deaths of wards of the State in private care facilities... shall 
be reported to the Coroner of the County in which the facility is located.   

Who Signs the Death Certificate?  

Section 5/3-3018: Every Coroner, as soon as he/she shall have completed his/her investigation 
of the cause and circumstances to death coming within his/her jurisdiction, shall issue a death 
certificate.  
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The History of the Lake County Coronerôs Office 

The Office of Coroner developed in England approximately 800 to 900 years ago. Coroners 
were originally referred to as "crowners", the name deriving from the fact that they were 
appointed by the Crown to represent the King's interest in the investigation of violent, 
unexplained or suspicious deaths, and in the disposition of any personal or real property that 
became available under the existing laws following a homicide or suicide. The Latin word for 
crown is "corona" and, hence, in later years, the name of the office came to be called: 

ñCORONER"  

Certainly, any history requires one to "reflect" on the past and the year 2019 is no exception to 
that. Unfortunately, there is so little historical data concerning the Office of the Lake County 
Coroner. 
  
We do know that Starr Titus was the first Lake County Coroner, having been elected to office 
in 1839. It is unknown how long he served in that capacity, but we do know that Doc Taylor 
began his 45-year tenure in 1901 and served until 1946. Following Taylor was Gar Leaf, 
Paddy White, Pat Clavey, Oscar Lind, Mickey Babcox, Barbara Richardson,  serving from 
1982-2003, Jim Whipper, Dr. Richard Keller, Artis Yancey, Dr. Tom Rudd, and currently Dr. 
Howard I. Cooper. 
 

The first morgue for Lake County, approved in 1968, was located in the lower level, 
commonly known as the basement, of the southwest corner of the courthouse. Then in 1980, it 
was moved to a county-converted service station at the corner of Utica and Washington 
Streets, becoming a "state-of-the-art" forensic science facility with the addition of a toxicology 
laboratory along with the morgue. This facility was a first for coroners throughout the State of 
Illinois. 
 

The next chapter of Lake County history was written in 1994, when blueprints were turned 
into a renovated bank building project, and the entire operation of the Lake County Coroner's 
Office, administrative and deputy offices, morgue and laboratory moved into the newly-
renovated building at 26 North Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, Waukegan.   
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Lake County Coronerôs Office Staff 

Howard I. Cooper, D.D.S., M.A.G.D.  

Coroner 

Jason Patt, D-ABMDI 

Chief 

Tammy Mayer, D-ABMDI 

Commander 
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Lake County Coronerôs Office Staff 

Robert James, Jr. D-ABMDI 

Deputy Coroner / Investigator  

Steve Carroll, D-ABMDI 

Sergeant 

Mike Reid, D-ABMDI 

Lieutenant 


